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EcoHousE Tours  Interactive fun for your 
community or school group.

ouTrEacH  Engaging programs to help you 
and your business, school, or organization 
make change.

consulTing  Sustainability and climate change 
plans, resource audits, utility bill analysis, and 
more.

EnErgy audiTing  Recommendations to 
reduce energy use in your home, place of 
worship, or small retail or commercial building. 

solar PowEr  Turn-key services to harvest 
solar power on your home or business.

dynamic sPEakErs  Inspiring presentations 
and workshops for your business, group, school 
class, or organization.

grEEn HomE ProducTs  Practical rain barrels, 
composters, composting worms, and more.

above

Community Access to Children’s Health (CATCH) kids learn about 

healthy soil and composting indoors with red wiggler worms.

Green Venture experts 
offer a range of quality 
programming and services
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Green Venture directly engaged 22,305 residents in 2012.

In addition, we impressed upon 402,066 individuals 
at public events and through social media (the Green 
Venture Facebook page, Twitter and blog).

Your contribution allows us to connect people with 
the tools and knowledge that create a healthier, more 
sustainable community.

above

Through High School Heroes, students engaged in meetings, forums 

and activities to identify ways they can combat greenhouse gases 

(GHG) and reduce harmful air quality emissions.

Since 1995, Green Venture has been dedicated to:

•	 Providing	services	and	support	to	those	that	are		 	
 unable to afford them.

•	 Cultivating	youth	into	the	environmental	leaders 
 of tomorrow.

•		 Supporting	clean	air	and	healthy	lifestyles.

•	 Protecting	drinking	water.

•	 Supporting	residents,	businesses,	and	institutions		 	
 in their efforts to make positive change.

Be the difference
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in 2012, green Venture strengthened its roots by 
laying the foundation for strategic growth
and pushing existing program areas into new 
and innovative directions. We moved beyond our 
traditional projects to reach and engage communities 
that responded by producing tangible results. 

Much work was done in the area of engaging students 
and community members in water conservation. St. 
Augustine	Catholic	Elementary	School	became	the	
first	Depave	Paradise	site	in	Hamilton.	This	project	
truly	exemplifies	the	saying,	“many	hands	make	light	
work.” Green Venture coordinated a large group of 
volunteers that worked collaboratively to remove 
asphalt from the St. Augustine playground. In its place, 
native	species	were	planted	that	will	capture	and	filter	
polluted stormwater runoff. 

In addition to unifying engaged community 
members,	Depave	Paradise	resulted	in	two	incredible	
achievements: approximately 250 cubic metres of 
storm water diverted from storm sewers each year, 
and	connecting	Hamilton	to	other	Depave	projects	in	
communities across Ontario.

Through RAIN: An Ecological Approach to Stormwater 
Management, Green Venture worked with home 
owners to make measureable impacts to their water 
diversion, pollutant reduction, and naturalization. As a 
result, homeowners diverted 6690 pounds of pet waste 
from	landfill,	and	eliminated	170	pounds	of	winter	
salt	use.	We	also	held	our	first	Jane’s	Walk,	where	we	
led community members through the neighbourhood, 
highlighting best practices for stormwater 
management.

Message from Our Chair:
Velma i. grover
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Green Venture continued to focus on making energy 
conservation accessible. Income-eligible 
residents in the Niagara area reduced their energy 
bills	and	natural	gas	use	through	the	Enbridge	Home	
Weatherization	Retrofit	Program.	At	no	cost	to	the	
participants,	clients	improved	the	efficiency	of	their	
home	and	reduced	Green	House	Gas	emissions	by	400	
metric tonnes. 

EcoHouse	is	an	interactive	teaching	space	that	hosted	
59 tour groups – totalling 1463 participants from 
schools, special interest and faith groups – eager to 
learn about Wise Water Use, Waste Watch, Renewable 
Energy,	Energy	Conservation,	Soil	and	more.	In	
addition, 2500 residents were engaged in these topics 
through off-site outreach presentations. 

On behalf of the board, I would like to thank all the 
staff and volunteers for a successful 2012. Finally, I 
want to offer personal thanks to my fellow board 
members for their enthusiasm and time.

We are keenly focused on improving the performance 
of the organization and continue to add new 
programs. We thank our funding agencies for showing 
confidence	in	Green	Venture.	Their	ongoing	support	
allows us to work with communities to create a 
healthier, more sustainable environment for all of us.
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Totally Transit (2007-)

Totally Transit is a bus education program 
that teaches elementary school-aged 
students	in	Hamilton	how	to	properly	
use	the	HSR	bus	network	while	making	
connections to air quality, climate change 
and transportation. 

Totally	Transit	lessons	reached	1757	students,	
representing	63	classes,	from	17	schools.	All	
students were in Grades 4-8.

Ecodriver (2007-)

The	EcoDriver	program	encourages	drivers	to	reduce	
their number of vehicle trips and choose 

sustainable transportation modes as often 
as	possible.	EcoDriver	also	recognizes	that,	
since people will continue to drive, it is 
imperative that drivers learn and practice 
behaviours that will reduce their fuel usage 
and	thereby	reduce	their	vehicles’	emissions	
and impacts on local air quality and global 
climate change. 

A total of 168 people were directly engaged 
at	Tire	Pressure	Clinics,	with	103	cars	checked	for	
proper tire pressure. In addition, six static displays 
were	set	up	at	five	automotive	dealerships	in	
Hamilton,	each	with	approximately	100	pieces	of	
takeaway material.

Programs

Air Quality
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Hamilton High school Heroes (2010 -)

A poster contest for high school students resulted in 
45 artistic poster entries that promote youth action on 
climate change and energy conservation. The posters 
were displayed in a public opening at a number of 
different schools throughout the years. These entries 
continue to be exhibited through our community to 
inspire others.

clean air is a yard away (2010 - )

Recycling events were held to educate and incentivize 
the public to properly recycle higher emitting lawn 
mowers. To this end, Green Venture enlisted the support 
of	Hamilton	area	retailers	and	recyclers	as	partners	on	
these	events.	One	hundred	sixty-five	(165)	individuals	
were engaged over three recycling events. Information 
was provided to these individuals about small engine 
pollution and questions about the event were answered. 
In total, thirty-two (32) lawnmowers were recycled.

smart commute Hamilton Events (2011- )

Green	Venture	partners	with	Smart	Commute	Hamilton	
(SCH)	on	its	initiatives	to	increase	the	use	of	sustainable	
and active transportation modes at the expense of highly 
polluting single occupancy vehicles.

Thousands of people were engaged in public events 
organized	by	Green	Venture	on	behalf	of	SCH.	There	
was substantial media attention surrounding two Bike 
to	Work	Days,	two	Transportation	and	Healthy	Living	
Fairs and three Wear Yellow for Active Transportation to 
School days. 

Bike to work days

Bike	to	Work	Day	was	a	morning	event	held	in	the	
spring that had over 400 registered riders bike to 
work throughout the city. Green Venture hosted more 
than 150 riders on organized group cycling rides and 
conducted morning receptions at Gore Park complete 
with healthy snacks, speakers and prizes.

opposite

Wear Yellow: St. Marguerite d’Youville Catholic Elementary 

School won first prize in the fall Wear Yellow Day.
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Transportation and Healthy living Fairs

An	annual	event	held	in	downtown	Hamilton	as	part	
of	Clean	Air	Commute	Week.	The	event	realized	816	
attendees eager to meet thirty organizations and 
discover the services and products they offer that 
support healthy, active and sustainable commutes. 

wear yellow days

On	Wear	Yellow	Day	students	and	staff	of	Hamilton	
elementary schools don yellow clothing and use active 
transportation	to	commute	to	school.	Held	twice	in	2012,	
these days raise awareness on active school transportation 
through a friendly inter-school competition that engages 
parents, students and staff. Reported participation rates 
from forty-seven schools per event – representing an 
audience of nearly 9400 students - combined with their 
creative group photos, were judged to determine the 
winner of new sports equipment. When we walk and roll 
to school, everyone wins.

above

Green Venture attends local events to help 

communities learn more about air quality and 

climate change action in Hamilton.
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Nearly	1750	visitors	experienced	greener	

living	at	EcoHouse	in	2012.	EcoHouse	

personnel	also	conducted	72	

off-site presentations, and over 

2600 residents participated.

EcoHouse (2004-) 

EcoHouse	is	a	unique	demonstration	space	that	
combines environmental awareness with community-
building and heritage. The former Glen Manor, a 150-
year old farmhouse and nearly two acres of property, is 
retrofitted	annually	with	green	technology,	sustainable	
living products, and exhibits that combine practical 
information with demonstrations. 

Our on-site community garden is maintained by 
volunteers that use green gardening practices to 

grow pesticide-free produce.

The historic portion of the building received a 
new paint job in 2012, bringing with it a fresh 
set of heritage pallet colours. 

A storm water management table was added
inside	the	EcoHouse	in	2012,	providing	a	fun	water-

based activity for visitors. New educational program 
displays	include	“a	Tonne	of	Steel”	(recycled	steel	
products display) and a solar power information display.

above

EcoHouse received a fresh coat of paint in a palette inspired by 

18th– and 19th–century architecture. Brown and gold shades 

blend with the historic fieldstone.

Programs

 EcoHouse
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Green Venture began redevelopment of the native 
species	Charlton	Garden	and	added	a	small	wooden	
bridge to the west rain garden. A new rain garden, a 
shallow variant, was installed on the east side of the 
property in 2012, bringing the total number of rain 
gardens on site to three.

EcoHouse group Tours

Green Venture offers curriculum-based school group 
tours and activities as well as tours to faith groups and 
other special interest groups; programming topics include 
Wise Water Use, Waste Watch, Renewable Energy, Energy 
Conservation,	Soil,	and	more.	EcoHouse	engaged	82	
classes (approximately 1500 students in demonstrations 
and activities in 2012).

Building Environmental champions 

(2011-)

Green Venture staff developed education programs 
and	activities	for	two	levels	(Grade	7	and	pre-school)	
in 2012. This work is part of a continuing expansion of 
educational	programming	opportunities	at	EcoHouse.

my green adventures! (2011-)

My Green Adventures! are special open house events 
at	EcoHouse,	usually	on	Saturdays.	Each	event	featured	
crafts, activities, and informational displays. In 2012, two 
My Green Adventures! events were conducted: a spring 
event	as	part	of	Doors	Open	Hamilton,	and	a	fall	one,	as	
part	of	the	Davis	Creek	Community	clean-up.	Over	250	
participants took in both events.

left

A team of 19 volunteers from the community plus staff members 

put in 60 volunteer hours and completed a clean-up and 

beautification of the Davis Creek Neighbourhood.
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riverdale recycling (2012)

Inspired by neighbourhood 
recognition of waste management 
issues, Green Venture hosted a 
recycling education program in a 
Riverdale community apartment 
building. The pilot program 
included working with the residents 
and property manager of an apartment building to 
increase recycling using interactive displays and handouts in 
appropriate languages. Through four events, we engaged 
over 250 individuals. In a follow up visit months later, the 
sorting of recyclable materials was notably improved.

left

With help from volunteers, children learn how to recycle at our 

hands-on exhibit. Volunteers helped Green Venture share recycling 

tips and information in three different languages.

Programs

Waste
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Energy Home Evaluations 

(Energuide 1997-2007, 

ecoEnErgy 2007-2012) 

The federal ecoENERGY 
program ended March 31, 

2012. Green Venture conducted 
155	post-retrofit	assessments	in	

2012	with	a	total	estimated	GHG	
reduction of 415,000 kg per year and a 

15%	average	savings	on	clients’	energy	bills.	

Enbridge Home weatherization 

Retrofit Program (2009-)

This program works with income-eligible residents in 
the Niagara area to reduce energy bills, cut natural 
gas	use,	and	generally	improve	the	efficiency	of	the	
home at no cost to the participant. Green Venture 
assisted	78	clients	in	2012,	generating	75,000m3 of 
natural	gas	savings	and	reducing	GHG	emissions	by	
400 metric tonnes. 

Programs

Energy

above

Basement insulation added to the home of an Enbridge Gas 

Distribution Home Weatherization program client.
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commercial and institutional resource 

assessments (2008-)

This service is an extension of two previous programs: 
Climate	Change	Champions,	and	ecoENERGY.	Resource	
assessments on larger buildings, combined with an 
analysis of energy consumption, water consumption, 
waste and transportation practices, offer solutions 
for improvement and connects clients to government 
rebates or grant opportunities. Green Venture 
conducted a full energy assessment on Trinity United 
Church,	Grimsby,	in	2012.	If	all	recommendations	from	
the	report	were	implemented,	over	300	MwH	of	energy	
could be saved, or approximately $10,000 annually.

solar assessments & installations 

(2011-)

Green Venture installed one MicroFIT solar PV 
generation system in 2012 supplying a total of 9.25 
kWh of renewable power generation capacity to the 
grid. Our systems have contributed over 250 MWh of 
clean	energy	since	June	2011;	that’s	176	metric	tonnes	
of	GHG	reduction	or	the	equivalent	green	gas	savings	
of	nearly	20,000L	of	gasoline.

Before the retrofits 
were completed, the 
bedrooms upstairs 
were very cold. 
Now, the bedrooms 
are toasty warm all 
winter long.
Charlotte, St. Catharines

Enbridge Home Weatherization Retrofit 

Program client
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small space garden (2012)

Green	Venture,	Volunteer	Hamilton	and	the	City	of	
Hamilton	worked	together	to	empower	Hamilton	
residents to utilize small urban spaces for food 
production. A display garden installed at Volunteer 
Hamilton	focused	on	food	production	through	creative	
container gardening. In 2012, 40 participants were 
given resources to create their own small space gardens 
through a three part, hands-on workshop series.

caTcH kids (2007-)

The program empowered youth and their parents 
with skills and resources to grow and prepare their 
own	fresh,	healthy,	local	food.	Children	and	parents	
from	the	Wesley	Urban	Ministries	Community	Access	

to	Children’s	Health	program	(CATCH)	engaged	
in a combination of gardening, crafts, and food 
preparation. For 2012, we hosted eight after school 
programs	for	kids	age	7-12	as	well	as	two	programs	for	
adults with over 100 total participants.

EcoHouse community garden (2004-)

Volunteers planted, maintained and harvested 
food from the 4500 square foot pesticide-free fruit, 
vegetable, and herb garden. Fifteen volunteers shared 
produce, contributed to interactive workshops, and 
mentored one another spending over 500 hours in the 
garden. In addition, we began an accessible redesign 
of the community garden with support from designers 
Cameron	Clark	and	Elysia	Petrone	funded	by	Whole	
Kid’s	Foundation	and	Walmart-Evergreen.	The	design,	

Programs

Lawn and Garden
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along with introduction of new curriculum-linked 
garden activities, will be launched in Spring 2013.

oliver’s garden Project (2011-)

In	2011,	six-year-old	Oliver	Allen-Cillis	grew	and	sold	
produce from his backyard and donated the proceeds 
to help kids in need. In fall 2011, Green Venture paired 
up	with	the	Allen-Cillis	family	to	secure	the	
Nature’s	Path	Garden	for	Good	contest	
award to empower kids to grow, eat, and 
share food with their community. With this 
support, in 2012 we worked with Parkview 
Secondary School to grow over 100 
seedlings for the community. We 
supported	five	new	families	to	
create their own backyard gardens 
and hosted three family-friendly 
garden workshops open to the public. The Allen-
Cillis	family,	with	support	from	their	Oliver’s	Garden	
Project	“army”,	sold	produce	throughout	the	summer	
and donated the proceeds to Food 4 Kids. The season 
ended	with	a	beautiful	Harvest	Breakfast	fundraiser	
hosted	by	Nature’s	Path.	All	the	proceeds	will	help	
Oliver’s	Garden	Project	expand	in	2013.

Hamilton community garden network 

(Hcgn) (2007-)

The	HCGN	brings	together	community	gardeners,	
organizers and supporters to promote community 
gardening through outreach, networking, tools, 
training, and advocacy to improve food security 
and increase community involvement. For 2012, the 
Hamilton	Community	Garden	Network	coordinator	

operated out of Green Venture with support 
from	the	City	of	Hamilton.	The	member	
gardens	and	the	HCGN	brought	in	almost	
$50,000	in	cash	support	and	$27,000	of	

in-kind donations for community 
garden projects throughout 
the	city.	The	HCGN	supported	
development of at least 16,000 

square feet of new garden space 
at 15 different locations for the 2012 season. Other 
successes included working with over 20 volunteers 
giving 223 hours, and hosting a seed swapping event, 
Seedy Saturday, which engaged over 350 people.

opposite

Community Access To Child Health participant chooses seeds for 

a planting activity.
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waterfront kiosk (2011-)

In March of 2011, the Ontario Trillium Foundation 
awarded	funding	to	the	Bay	Area	Restoration	Council	
(BARC)	and	Green	Venture	to	establish	an	accessible	
centre	focused	on	engaging	the	public	on	Hamilton	
Harbour	Watershed	issues.	

The waterfront kiosk at Bayfront 
Park and Bay Space at Pier 8 was 
open for 206 hours between 
June	and	September.	
Green	Venture	and	BARC	
staff were able to discuss 
harbour-related water issues 
with 293 action-oriented residents.

rain: an Ecological approach to 

stormwater management (2011-)

This program empowers homeowners to reduce 
stormwater run-off and non-point source pollution 
entering surface water. We focus on measureable 
impacts, including volume of water diverted, pollutants 
reduced, waste diverted and area naturalized. In 2012, 

Green Venture helped homeowners divert 6690 
pounds	of	pet	waste	from	landfill,	and	eliminate	
170	pounds	of	winter	salt	use.	Green	Venture	
held	its	first	Jane’s	Walk,	where	the	best	practices	

for stormwater management were highlighted. 
Lastly,	a	training	session	was	held	where	

contractors learned how to build rain gardens.

Programs

Wise Water Use
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depave Paradise (2012-)

In	2012,	Green	Venture	selected	St.	Augustine	Catholic	
Elementary	School	to	be	the	first	Depave	Paradise	site	
in	Hamilton.	Volunteers	removed	asphalt	from	the	
playground,	and	planted	native	species	to	act	as	filters	
and sponges for polluted stormwater runoff. As a result, 
approximately 250 cubic metres of stormwater are 
diverted	from	storm	sewers	every	year.	Similar	Depaving	
projects are taking place in multiple communities 
across Ontario.

opposite

Kathryn Gold leads Green Venture’s first ever Jane’s Walk, 

highlighting best practices for stormwater management.

below

Thirty-seven (37) volunteers helped to remove asphalt from the 

playground at St. Augustine’s. A native species garden was later 

planted in its place.
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Green Venture staff is active in the community and are 
represented on the following community committees 
and stakeholder groups: 

Active and Safe routes to School (ASRTS)
Bay Area Implementation Team
Children’s	Water	Festival	Organizing	Committee
Conserver	Society	of	Hamilton	and	District
Chamber	of	Commerce	(Hamilton	and	Stoney	Creek)
Clean	Air	Hamilton
Climate	Action	Group
Council	of	Canadians,	Hamilton	Chapter
Davis	Creek	Community	Planning	Team
Dundas	Community	Garden	Association	Committee	
Erland	Lee	(Museum)	Home	Community	Committee	
Hamilton	Administrators	of	Volunteers
Hamilton	Air	Pollutant	and	GHG	Inventory 
	 Advisory	Committee	

Hamilton	Climate	Change	Action	Group
Hamilton	Community	Food	Security	
	 Stakeholder	Committee	
Hamilton	Community	Garden	Network	(HCGN)
Hamilton	Cycling	Committee	
Hamilton	Halton	Energy	Awareness	Team
Hamilton	Wentworth	Heritage	Association
Healthy	Hamilton	Watershed	Implementation	Team
Open	Streets	Hamilton
Optimist	Club	of	Stoney	Creek
Riverdale	Community	Planning	Team
Sustainable	Hamilton	Reporting	Committee
Transportation	Sub-Committee	
Upwind	Downwind	Working	Group

inVolVEd in THE communiTy

Committees & 
Stakeholder Groups
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Collaboration	is	vital	to	Green	Venture’s	success.	We	are	
an active member of the following organizations: 

Canadian	Solar	Industry	Association	(CANSIA)
Conserver	Society	of	Hamilton	and	District
Davis	Creek	Community	Planning	Team
Environment	Hamilton
Green	Communities	Canada	(founding	member)
Hamilton	Administrators	of	Volunteers
Hamilton	and	Area	EcoNet	(founding	member)
Hamilton	Chamber	of	Commerce

Hamilton	Coalition	on	Pesticide	Issues
Hamilton-Halton	Home	Builders	Association
Ontario Environmental Network
Riverdale	Community	Planning	Team
Stoney	Creek	Chamber	of	Commerce
Volunteer	Hamilton

collaBoraTion

Organizational 
Memberships

opposite

Green Venture Clean Air Ambassadors teach Hamiltonians 

how to maintain tire pressures for best fuel efficiency at Tire 

Pressure Clinics.

above

EcoSource (Mississauga, ON) brought participants on a tour of 

Hamilton Community Garden sites. Here they are learning about 

Hamilton Victory Gardens.



20 2012 Green Venture Annual Report

The generous support of our funders enables Green 
Venture to have a positive impact on our community: 

ArcelorMittal	Dofasco
Bay	Area	Restoration	Council
Benjamin	Moore	and	Co.
City	of	Hamilton:
•	Planning	and	Economic	Development

•	Clean	Air	Hamilton

•	Public	Health

•	Public	Works

Community	Foundations	of	Canada
Conserver	Society	of	Hamilton	and	District
Enbridge	Gas	Distribution	Inc.
Eva	Rothwell	Center
Green	Communities	Canada
Government	of	Canada	–	HRSDC

Hamilton	Chapter	of	the	Canadian	Organic	Growers	(COG)
Hamilton	Community	Foundation
Hamilton	Council	on	Aging
Healthy	Communities	Fund
Metrolinx
Nature’s	Path	Gardens	for	Good
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Shell	Fuelling	Change
Strathcona Neighbourhood Association
UPS/Keep	America	Beautiful	Community	Improvement	Grant	
Walmart-Evergreen
Whole	Kid’s	Foundation

Funders

opposite

Volunteers start most of the Green Venture Community 

Garden’s annual edibles from seed in the EcoHouse Solarium.
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Partners

above

Parkview Secondary students grew hundreds of 

herb and vegetable seedlings to support Oliver’s 

Garden Project and other community gardens 

through pay-what-you-can sales.

left

Through a training workshop, contractors 

learn how to plan and create rain gardens for 

their clients. RAIN: An Ecological Approach to 

Stormwater Management.
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Allen-Cillis	family
Backyard	Harvest
Big Yellow Bag
Binbrook Agricultural Association
Cable	14
Canadian	Organic	Growers	(COG)
CHML/Y108	Children’s	Fund	
Chris	Charlton,	MP
City	of	Hamilton:
•	Planning	and	Economic	Development

•	Clean	Air	Hamilton

•	Public	Health

•	Public	Works

•	Culture	and	Recreation

•		Hamilton	Museum	of	Steam	 

 and Technology

•	Hamilton	Children’s	Museum

•	City	Housing	Hamilton

Clean	City	Liaison	Committee	
Community	Access	to	Children’s		 	
	 Health	(CATCH)
Conserver	Society	of	Hamilton 
	 and	District

Designers	Cameron	Clark	&	Elysia	Petrone
DiCenzo	Group
Doors	Open	Hamilton
Environment	Hamilton	– 
	 Hamilton	Eat	Local
Eva	Rothwell	Center
First	Unitarian	Church
Green	Communities	Canada
Halton	Waste	Management	
Hamilton	Chapter	of	the	Canadian		 	
	 Organic	Growers	(COG)
Hamilton	Community	Food	Security		 	
	 Stakeholder	Committee
Hamilton	Community	Garden			 	
	 Network	(HCGN)
Hamilton	Victory	Gardens
Hamilton-Wentworth	Catholic		 	
	 District	School	Board
Hamilton-Wentworth	District 
 School Board
Josh	Gordon	Creative	
Milk	Crate	Studio
Ministry of the Environment –   
 Ontario

Natural	Resources	Canada
Neighbour	to	Neighbour	Centre
North	Hamilton	Community	Health			
	 Centre	(NHCHC)
Ontario Sustainable Energy    
 Association (OSEA)
Ontario Trillium Foundation
Ontario Works
Open	Streets	Hamilton
Ottawa Street Farmers Market
Parkview Secondary School
Riverdale	Community	Planning	Team	
Strathcona Neighbourhood Association
Vermisprout
Volunteer	Hamilton
Wesley Urban Ministries 
YMCA	–	Summer	Jobs	for	Youth

Partnering with the following organizations and individuals helps Green Venture reach wider audiences and 
facilitates	efficient	and	quality	programming:
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Value: People
Volunteers, staff, 
Board Members, 
funders, partners, 
community leaders and 
the public each play a 
vital	role	in	fulfilling	
Green	Venture’s	
mission. We work hard, 
always encourage one 
another, have fun, 
and celebrate our 
achievements.

ExECUTIVE	DIRECTOR

Pete Wobschall

OPERATIONS MANAGER 

ECOHOUSE	&	ENERGY	SERVICES

Michael Gemmell

CERTIFIED	ENERGY	ADVISORS

Ken Baigent
Mike Masney
Gerald Field 
Dean	Anderson
Brent	Cooper

PROGRAM	COORDINATORS

Paul	Barrett	–	Air	Quality	&		 	 	
 Transportation 
Kathryn Gold – Wise Water Use
Jordan	Fysh	–	Climate	Change
Virginia Stonehouse – Education 
Clare	Wagner	–	Green	Gardening

PROGRAM SUPPORT STAFF

Muriel	Clemens
Elley Newman 
Juby	Lee
Kim	Dunlop
Matt Sweet
Tom	Dusome

ADMINISTRATIVE	SUPPORT

Sapphire Singh 

our TEam

Staff



Encouraging Sustainable Living in our Community 25

BOOKKEEPER

Lynn	Ryerson
Kathryn Gold

GREEN	JOB	ExPERIENCE

In 2012, Green Venture provided 
green jobs and
green work experience to:
8 full-time positions
11 part-time positions
5 seasonal full-time jobs (students)
1 seasonal part time job (student)

Over 1600 hours of green job 
experience	in	the	non-profit	sector	
was provided to interns, co-ops and 
volunteer work groups (valued at 
$24,158, equivalent to one (1) full 
time position).

HRDSC	SUMMER	STUDENTS

Edward Nichol
Andrea Sommers
Jotthi	Bansal
Rebecca Williams
Robert Smith

YMCA	–	SUMMER	JOBS	YOUTH	

Vanessa Villanueva
ECOCANADA	ENVIRONMENTAL	

IMMIGRANT	BRIDGING	PROGRAM	

Ishaya	Dawaith

KATIMAVIK	–	CANADA’S	YOUTH	

VOLUNTEER	SERVICE	PROGRAM

Maja Gray
Cameron	Drury

SECONDARY	SCHOOL	COOP	STUDENT-

Max Koomen

ONTARIO	WORKS	PARTICIPANT

Omar	Al	Debaggah

BROCK	UNIVERSITY	INTERNS

Klaryssa	Lawrie
Victoria Rawls
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CHAIR

Velma I. Grover 

VICE	CHAIR

Stephanie	Holko

TREASURER/SECRETARY

Kevin	Hunt	

DIRECTORS

Amani Alfarra 
Brian	Charlton	–	Past	Chair
Kayla	Jonas
Liz	Enriquez
Mark Stirrup 
Robert Korol 
Romeo Palombella 
Sheila	O’Neal

LEGAL	ADVISOR	

Christine	Lewis

our TEam

Board of Directors
Being a Board Member at Green Venture 
has been a great learning experience. 
I’ve developed new skills such as 
presenting to peers, representing GV 
at the Green Communities Canada 
Conference, and developing new 
governance policies and procedures for 
our Board Manual. I feel more involved 
in my community, and am continuing to 
learn about new environmental trends.

Kayla Jonas,

Green Venture Board Member
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Volunteers are a vital part of our team and greatly 
increase	Green	Venture’s	ability	to	make	change	in 
our community.

In 2012, 113 volunteers contributed over 2630 hours to 
Green Venture programs and services (valued at $39,461).

Green Venture has a strong volunteer program. We 
connect diverse communities with meaningful action. 
Volunteers share skills, energy and passion as tour guides, 
community gardeners, grounds maintenance crews, 
outreach	support	at	special	events,	office	administration,	
mentors and much more. 

Our volunteers give back to the community, build self-
confidence,	and	gain	valuable	work	experience.

right

Workshop participants helped to install phase two of the 

outdoor demonstration Rain Garden, making a further impact on 

EcoHouse’s annual stormwater diversion.

our TEam

Volunteers
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Financials 2011 – 2012

Revenue

Expense

Balance

762,088

802,894

(40,806)

1,041,932

1,084,489

(42,557)

550,000

545,000

5,000

Audited 2010/2011 Audited 2011/2012 Budgeted 2012/2013
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EARNED	REVENUE  55%

MUNICIPAL  21%

FOUNDATIONS	AND	GRANTS  13%

FEDERAL  8%

PROVINCIAL  3%

OTHER  1%

DONATIONS	AND	FUNDRAISING  0.3%
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green Venture

22 Veevers Drive
Hamilton, Ontario  L8K 5P5
Tel: 905-540-8787
Fax: 905-540-8882

www.greenventure.ca


